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A Favored Few 


Virginia Sorensen’s MANY HEAVENS (Harcourt, Brace) is the one best of several good 
books on Mormon life; Davis Grube's first novel THE NIGHT QF THE HUNTER (Harper) 
deserves the publisher support it will have; Clyde Brion Davis’ THE NEWCOMER 
(Lippincott) is a youngster whose face is familiar and appealing; and Lucy Herndon 
Crockett's THE MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS (Farrar, Straus & Young) is the war in the Pacific 
‘as experienced by a woman- a Red Cross worker. None of these will find a readymade 
market- but they have a popular potential. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 8 


Ageton, Arthur A. Random House 
THE JUNGLE SEAS $3.50 ” 


Action, romance and salvation in the South Pacific are all part of Lt. Jerry 
Doyle's life as the U.S.S. Hale and later the Willie carry him from port, to battle 
stations and convoy. Not at ease over his passing affair with the Admiral's daughter, 
confused between married life in the Navy or being married to the Navy as a career, he 
cannot be wholly a part of the destroyer world until, in Noumea, he finds the promise 
of an answer in Eugenia Beaucoeur and awakes to the need for integration through a 
Catholic priest. Disaster at sea and hard won survival on an island in New Georgia 
bring him back to Jeanie whose care and love pull him through safely in mind as well 
as body. His reward is a ship of his own and aboard the Willie as Lieutenant Commander 
and with some of the men from the Hale he is able to create a sharp outfit which proves 
its worth when the chance is offered. He is hospitalized for an operation and sudden 
orders for Noumea send him back to Jeanie and the knowledge that his decisions are the 
right ones. Here again is the whole complement of Naval warfare in the Pacific, the 
officers and men, the reservists and the professionals, the courage and the bravery - 
and the fear, whose tense moments contrast with the shore leaves and the problems that 
lie in wait there. A seriously pondered book in which the matter overshadows the manner. 


(LC: 54-5786) 
February 9 


Macmillan 


Carstens, Grace 
BORN A YANKEE $3.00 
This story of pride in New England heritage and the price it exacted has the 
wit and toughness of the Yankee Breed. The bitter brew of family heritage was forced 
down the throat of the last bearer of the Fyfe name by a father who bristles with 
obstinacy and orneriness and who paid his daughter Kate for her imprudence in failing 
to be born a son by treating her as son and hired hand as well. Three times opportunity 
came to her, and twice it was crushed by the dull insistence of devotion to duty - 
parents and name. First there was Christopher Shipley, who trained Kate to expertness 
in piano-playing, wanted her to study at the New England Conservatory of Music, and 
later to marry him when his first wife died. Years later a young professor convalescing 
in the Cottage which the Fyfes rented made love to her, but estrangement through her 
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mother's illness and need for care turned him to the more obvious charms of her oldest 

friend. Seven long years later, Kurt Schurman found a despairing Kate who ran into his car. 
While recuperating, Kate began to take stock. Her father's death, as she told her inten- 

tion to marry the nomadic Kurt and leave the Fyfe House in Barrowhead, bound her with guilt ay 
rather than freeing her until sympathetic Dr. Will made her face the realities of a will 

which leaves her with nothing unless she acted as custodian to the Fyfe House turned museum. 

An engrossing, tightly told story with a fine feeling for regional character. 


February 15 


Mankowitz, Wolf Dutton 
A KID FOR TWO FARTHINGS $2.50 


A kid named Joe, of London's East End, with his dreams of a unicorn, meshes 
the world of reality and of imagination when he buys one for a pet. That the little uni- 
corn is a baby goat, crippled, sick and too quiet a playmate, means nothing to Joe or to 
his good friend, Mr. Kandinsky, who makes trousers and who wants a mechanical steam presser 
to insure business, for the old man knows the importance of make-believe. There is Schmule, 
Kandinsky's helper, whose aim is to beat Python Macklin in wrestling so that he can buy his 
girl a proper ring; Joe's mother who wants to join his father in Africa; the terrifying 
cannibal king whose efforts to steal the unicorn Joe must circumvent - but death intervenes; 
and this is the story of how, in a world of barrows, shops, poverty and a rotten winter, 
dreams do come true. Joe learns, too, that a “unicorn can't grow up in Fashion Street but 
boys have to", as he watches a new pattern assemble when Kandinsky achieves his steam presser, 
when Schmule bests the Python and when he loses the little unicorn. There's a touchstone of 
sentimental feeling under the drab life, of humor and a sense of the area that softens the | 
grimness and lights the story. Woollcott might have gone "quietly mad" over this.Sparely ! 
illustrated by James Boswell. (LC: 53-10861) | 


Jones, Timothy Angus manent . | 
MR. TWINING $3.50 | 


For a leisurely, contemplative and gently philosophical peregrination, 
schoolmaster Twining's unexpected adventures have a whilom appeal - but no great impact. 
Prim, 45, English, unmatured, innocent, he heads for an indulgent south of France holiday, | 
in ignorance, overspends, hitchhikes and borrows money, gets involved in a nudist colony | 
and ends up as tutor to the niece of most wealthy, civilized and literate Henry Bessel. 
Bessel's villa is a domain of daily dreaminess in which Cecile, the niece, sixteen, yearns | 
for experience rather than learning, and Twining lotus-eats, while other guests take their 
parasitical privileges for granted. When Bessel leaves Twining in charge, complications and 
fast confusion result - food, Cecile's (imagined) pregnancy, servant problems - and a storm - 
combine, first to enhance, then to belittle the little man. It takes his headmaster and 
his patron to re-establish his self-respect. The miniscule round in the great big square of 
an alien environment proves out to the steadfastness of the uncourageous in an atmosphere in 
which the South Wind blows spasmodically and foggily. | 


Pick, Robert - fd. Knopf | 
GERMAN STORIES AND TALES $5,00° 3, 96, 


The first of a projected series of national stories and tales, with Spanish 
and French volumes to come, the present collection draws from the writings of eminent German 
writers, mainly of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. There is gemutlichkeit and 
sentiment in such stories as Herman Hesse's nostalgic recall of a young man's summer vacation 
in his old village; there is brief, pointed humor in Johann Hebel's tale, Kannitverstan. | 
Tales of horror and the supernatural are represented by Clemens Brentano and Hugo von | 
Hoffmansthal; a story of a dog's devotion is found in Krambambuli. Love and the emotions it | 
draws forth receives most attention in most varied form, from the simple taie of an unexpect- 
ed reunion to the complexities of Death in Venice. Swiss and Austrian writers are included. 
A war story concerning a Jew and Ernst Weiss' description of a heart operation in Cardiac 
Suture lend notes of contemporariness and realism to a collection predominantly romantic in 
tone, in which narratives of folk art quality stand beside a few complex works such as Kafka's 
Metamorphosis Interesting timbre. Plus study material. (LC: 53-9481) 
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Scott, J. D. Knopf 
THE END OF AN OLD SONG $3.50 


"A Romance", the playback here is worldly and wayward- and a little lost- 
and goes back in time over the uneasy, unpredictable relationships between Patrick,who 
tells the story, Alastair Kerr- his oldest friend- and Catherine Harvey, whom they 
were both to love. And along with it- it redraws some old class lines as Alastair, the 
illegitimate son of a Captain Keith of 4ingisbyres, a Scotch estate which he is never 
to inherit, flirts with and eventually scuttles the traditions of British birth and 
breeding. Xingisbyres goes to the English Harveys- who buy it- and while Patrick is 
the first to fall in love with Catherine and does not feel Alastair's resentment of 
the usurpers- he quickly learns that she is insatiably inconstant. She has a short, 
savage love affair with Alastair whose reckless drive and ferocious ambition take him 
on and up in the world; they marry- during the war- and the marriage survives her 
affair with an unprincipled if titled Pole; but it is the Harveys who threaten his 
future- in America- and with Aingisbyres standing between them, he burns it to the 
ground- and takes his wife with him.....A fastidious and suggestive scrutiny of ambi- 
valent and unsteady lives which have an air of polished diffidence as well as a certain 
seductive charm. But one wonders if Mr. Scott does not practice a deceptive sleight 


of hand--- there is not too much up his sleeve over and above a discriminating type of 
entertainment. (LC: 53-9482) 
Lumbard, C. G. Simon & Schuster 
SENIOR SPRING $3.50 


A first novel is fairly recently graduated from a California University campus 
and handles its heady but half-fledged emotions with an accuracy which derives from the 
proximity of experience. It is Steve who tells the story, as in the spring of his 
senior year he falls in love with Cassy, Steve who is uncertain about his future as an 
architect, unsure of his own convictions, and unready for any real entanglement. But 
Cassy who is sleek, sexy, candid and wholehearted, carries the relationship on to a 
weekend at her father's house- and becomes pregnant. In the only gallant gesture 


- Steve makes- he insists on breaking the news to her father who is rich enough to buy 
“her out of any situation; but in the rather ungentlemanly agreement which is reached- 


Cassy is once again the victim of her father and it is only (too much) later that Steve 
learns that she has tried to suicide and has been sent away..... No clean-cut, varsity 
idealism, but the misspent moments and misread values complete a course of learning 
which is more worldly. And the B. A. - while not in belles lettres-may be awarded on the 
grounds of an unimpeded narrative and idiom. (LC: 54-546) 


Gold, Herbert World 
THE PROSPECT BEFORE US $3.50 


A distasteful first novel (part of which appeared in New World Writing) fea- 
tures an implacable eye for shabby- to grubby- detail and a calloused vernacular, and 
introduces Harry Bowers and his Green Glades hotel on Prospect Street in Cleveland. 
Harry, bald, shrewd, and successful, has found that money means all things- and the 
Green Glades is the substance and symbol of his achievement- it has a preferred clientele 
which pays in advance; it's a nice piece of property; and it's the only wife he's ever 
wanted. But the outlook on Prospect Street changes when Claire Farren, a Negro, books 
@ room at the Green Glades, and Harry- who dislikes outside opinion, and likes her cool, 
honeyed looks, allows her to stay on. Before long the Green Glades is not only a losing 
proposition- Claire is the only tenant- but the pressure from his neighbors has some 
angry manifestations; a chance to salvage it is offered by Jake- the night clerk from 
a motel who pimps business for Harry- and now suggests arson; Claire, who knows that she 
has ruined him, sweetens his defeat when she yields to his desire for her; and the fire, 
which destroys the Green Glades, destroys Harry too..... Small lives,caught in the 
principle of a larger issue- these have a certain unrelenting realism- but the Green 
Glades is not a very inviting spot- and a conservative clientele will prefer to find 
other accomodations. (Public Libraries should be particularly careful). (LC: 54-5336) 











-798- Fiction December 15, 1953 


February 16 





Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LION AND THE HONEYCOMB $3.SO 


Fleisher, Seigel 


An overserious first novel makes its way- with no particular animation over and 
above its purposefulness- through the South Side of Boston to which Ralph Taber, in flight 
from the death of his wife, comes. Brooding, with a sense of guilt which he later recog- 
nizes derives from his unwanted resemblance to the father he repudiates, Ralph makes his 
way from one cheap rooming house to another; picks up an acquaintance with Agnes, whom he 
had once known in college, and with whom he now falls in love; nurses his neighbor, Adam 
Kopsky, through a last illness but is rewarded by the old man's abiding philosophy; and is 
finally ready to move on to a more cheerful future with Agnes. A whore, a woman whose 
husband has done time in jail, her children and her sotted mother appear at intervals through 
the narrative- to no particular purpose. Mr. Fleisher hasn't much of a story to tell; he 
spends much too much time doing it- and his sincere and earnest type of realism has a long- 


haired look to it and casts a sort of chilly pall. (LC: 54-5255) 


Divine, David Macmillan 
THE GOLDEN FOOL $3.50 


A tale of the Transvaal relies more on action than character and returns to an 
earlier period and open country unspoiled as yet by its promise of gold. A young English- 
man, Anthony Stopford, prospecting there, is seized by an illness which kills his partner 
and is saved by Lemaire- on whose land gold has been discovered. He agrees to stay on 
with Lemaire for six months- during which time Lemaire, a slowspoken, steadfast man, hopes 
to convert him to his belief that riches will also bring ruin. Stopford in the weeks whic 
follow falls in love with Lemaire's daughter, Lisette. But Jonathan Lemaire, the second son, 
cannot forget the dream of gold, defies his father, arouses suspicion against Stopford who 
is left with no alternative except escape with Lisette, and it is he who- to spare Lemaire- 
is forced to kill his son.....A nodding acquaintance with the countryside here- and with the 
sturdy simplicity of its farmers-fills in a few details for an otherwise undifferentiated 


drama. 
February 17 © 


Harcourt, Brace 


Sorenson, Virginia 2 

MANY HEAVENS $3.50 7S 
* This is her best book- and she has written several good novels of Mormon life. 

And yet, in the solutions of the central problems of the story, she will come up against 

accepted standards of behaviour and morals which may disturb a good many readers... View 

the book as a whole picture of a people and a way of life. The time- the turn of the cen- 

tury, while the issue polygamy was still a live one, through law had decided against it. 

The younger generation knew it as integral to their parents' very being. Some of the church 

leaders had gone outside the country rather than abandon the wives they loved and revered. 

Others risked the penalty and continued to practice polygamy in different communities. But 


to all - the climate of opinion was unlike that in other parts of the country. On other 
scores, however, moral censorship was rigid, undeviating:- liquor, coffee- these were mortal 
sins. Against this background is told the story of two girls who loved inaccessible men - 
and of how the pattern of thought and belief and tradition warred with emotional conflict 
and community censorship. It is a moving story, convincing in essence if not wholly in con- 
clusions, and holding reading throughout. (LC: 54-5258) 








¢ focus, this fries many a fish - to a cinder. (LC: 54-5504) 





December 15, 1953 Fiction -799- 
February 17 


Fermor, Patrick Leigh Harper 
THE VIOLINS OF SAINT-JACQUES $2.75 


Report repeated from the July 15th bulletin, when scheduled for fall, as 
follows; "A tale of the creole island of Saint-Jacques in the Antilles has all the 
glazed brilliance and sensuous sorcery of the tropics, along with the formal elegance of 
a residual Jacobean society there at the turn of the century. It was here that Berthe 
de Rennes came as a young governess to the children of her cousins, the Count and Countess 
Serindan, to inspire not only a little culture in her charges but also a deep affection 
which she returned. But disaster impends when Josephine, at 18, falls in love with Mar- 
cel Sciocca whose oiled hair and gold teeth and thickening body are only the physical 
indications of an unspeakable vulgarity. Carnival night is celebrated in a flourish of 
festivity at a fabulous ball in which the grotesque of the masques, the shrill, sweet 
strains of the Count's violins, the heady exhilaration of champagne and rum lead up to 
the challenge to a duel and Josephine's escape with Sciocca. And as Berthe follows her 
by boat, a volcano erupts, the islandis burned in the blaze which destroys all save the 
faint sound of the Count's violins.... An island idyll which has wit and grace and a 
scintillant sense of color- and a rather special fascination." 


Grubb, Davis Harper 
THE NIGHT OF THE HUNTER $2.75 


* A powerful projection of terror- from its phantom configurations to the ugly 
facts of lust and greed and murder- this is a nightmare world for a small boy when "every 
midnight beneath a child's counterpane is the night of the hunter". For John Harper, 
nine, the days which do not end begin with the childish chant- Hing-Hang-Hung- which 
takes his father to the gallows for the $10,000 he has stolen and for which he has also 
killed. But before he goes, it is John who is left with the care of the blood-stained 
money, and of his little sister, Pearl, and he is the first to distrust Preacher Harry 
Powell, who had shared his father's cell, and who comes to Cresap's Landing sniffing 
after the money- and his mother, Willa. Willa yields to the perverse, unctuous persua- 
tion of the Preacher; little Pearl is easily cajoled- to the point where she reveals where 
the money is hidden; but John resists him in stubborn silence and escapes with Pearl- 
after Willa has been murdered by the Preacher- to a sanctuary..... The Ohio river country 
in West Virginia lends a lowering landscape to a desolate tale of terror- and courage- 
which takes much of the insistent rhythm of a stylized, shantyboat ballad prose from the 
speech of the back country. And it's an effective and often touching drama. A book to 
watch- and the publishers promise to be more than alert. (LC: 53-11836) 


February 18 
Taylor, Robert Lewis Doubleday y 
THE BRIGHT SANDS $3.50 
oie’ of Cape Cod's Chatham may never be the same again. For into this clam- 


bake of the heritage of salvage and the raffish chicaneries of Captain Cobb and Uncle 
Veenie is stirred the battle of the sexes - that of Bill and Myra's summer of the big 
try to re-establish their marriage. The monkey wrench is Myra's young sister, Joan, 

who is not revealed until a hurricane discloses her sabotaging efforts, and Myra's nerves 
and hysterics, Bill's drinking and horsing around (literally) stale-mate. Cobb and 
Veenie however do all right with a skeleton, a new boat, the offshore battle with army 
surplus in a Fourth of July whingding, the horse races and a few other assorted and 
fancy barterings and negotiations and the big blow has a peaceful and clean aftermath. 

A Cod-scape whose terrain is recognizable even if some of its inhabitants may be out of 
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Little, Brown | 


Meagher, Joseph W. 
THROUGH MIDNIGHT STREETS $3.75 


Good: - which is strength and kindness - and evil - which is weakness and fear - 
are personified by Owen Neil and Lloyd Kleinhardt whose lives have no point of contact 
until each must choose his own fate. Owen, a local Brooklyn boy, takes pleasure in his 
haphazard friends and cares little for his quick turnover in jobs and all this is hard for 
his Delia, to whom he is a sickness and a rainbow. Lloyd, married to neurotic Marice, 
adoring his little daughter, descends from his respectable Riverdale life to Brooklyn's 
waterfront and periods of rumdum drinking - which catches up with him and he catches the 
vicious imprisonment of human limpets. Owen lands, through sickness, at the same sinkhole 
of a hotel, knows his own power to escape the trap and offers an assist to Lloyd, which is 
accepted, then refused. For Lloyd there is degradation - for Owen, his Delia and a job for 
which he is fitted. The commonplaces, the matter of factness and the bits of humor and 
characters surprise an unexpected interest, and give a chance for a tough, rough but 
contrarily innocent and cleanly moral-ed tale. (LC: 54-5103) 3 


February i 2. . 
Harcourt, Brace 


Wilson, Chesley 
SWING FULL CIRCLE $3.50 


A boat trip down the river from Woosung to Shanghai to Hankow, and on, affords a 
harsh close-up of the country where poverty and famine has left its lines, and politics a 
dirty stain. This is the story of Tully Sheldon, who is hired by the China Water Transport 
under World Relief to sail a ship carrying supplies; of Alia, a Harbin born White Russian, 
whom he didn't think could love but knew all there was to know about it; of the cutthroat 
crew he hires- save for Peliga, his quartermaster, who watches over Sheldon and his "Russki 
whore” with faithful vigilance and disapproval; and of the new China- crowded and cluttered 
with homeless natives and unprincipled internationals. And as Sheldon sails his L.8.T. and 
picks up a cargo of refugees at one port, loses Alia at another, and takes on a cargo for a 
Red Chinese, he heads into dangerous waters- but Alia shares in the bargain he has made. 
But when he faces Kuomintang gunfire, and comes to the late realization that it's guns- not 
gasoline- he's carrying to a Communist beachhead,he refuses- in spite of Alia- to land the 
cargo, leaves the ship with the orders that the guns are to be scuttled, and is left with 
nothing except the dead body of the girl he loved.... A story which has its irony, its 
anger, and its disillusion, in lean, masculine terms. (LC: 54-5252) 


February 23 


Dutton 


Arnold, Lewis 
SAND AGAINST THE WIND $3.75 


The confession of a near-sororicide tells of Marie de Rochehault, a sinister, 
misshapen woman with the face of an angel who hates her lovely twin sister from infancy on. 
Her sister's beauty highlights her own deformity, and she takes refuge in her father's 
medical books. She becomes a doctor as well as a fashionable hostess; she experiments with 
love, but only once is her heart engaged- by a Russian prince whom she loses to her sister. 
And when her sister becomes ill, she plans to kill her. But the peasantry who live in the 
village surrounding the Chateau beg that the invalid be taken to Lourdes. There is a 
miraculous cure, but no one but Marie knows that it is she who has been cured. After two 
days in the prayerful atmosphere, she decides to administer drugs to her sister which. will 
save her life, and as self-punishment for the crime she had contemplated, she exiles her- 
self to a leper colony in Africa. Please take it away. (LC: 54-5031) ae 
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Macmillan 


Tutton, Diana 
GUARD YOUR DAUGHTERS $3.50 


A “rare and valuable" family of individuals is reported by Morgan whose 
account of her famous mystery-writer father, her protected mother, her married sister 
Pandora, and her other sisters - Thisbe, who writes poetry, Cressida whose art is cook- 
ing and gardening, and Teresa whose intelligence surpasses her youth - has gaiety and 
understanding. Secluded, the Harveys have no fault to find with their life although 
Morgan and Thisbe wonder and wait for their young men and when they come their reception 
is not exactly cordial. Pandora braves her parents but the ban is lifted by an old 
uncle and Morgan and Thisbe do get out in the world. Cressida is the one however who 
brings an end to the dreamily unreal world when her defiance and disappearance destroys 
their mother's mental stability and the four are forced to face a more realistic world 
together. Episodic accounting of an eccentric, alive household, this has its charm in 
its high spirits, keen awareness and complete Britishness, Ladies‘ fare. 


February 24 


Davis, Clyde Brion Lippincott 
THE NEWCOMER $2.75 
In his editorship of Ffyes of Boyh o/ Clyde Brion Davis revealed again his 


sensitive awareness of the adolescent. Now comes this book, one of the most poignant 
portraits of a boy's agony of spirit I have read. Davis hag a faculty for ‘making import- 
ant those silly (to most adults) criteria by which a boy makes the grade- or fails- 

in his own eyes, in those of his fellows. Chick was a regular fellow - in the town 
where he had spent most of his years. That's all he asked- when he faced the problem 

of being taken into the crowd in the new town. He tried to remember what it was that 
had made newcomers so unacceptable when he had been on the belonging end. He tried too. 
hard- and each step he made took him deeper into the mire. His timing was wrong. Things 
broke badly. His motives were misinterpreted. He found being ignored almost worse than 
being laughed at. He accepted the proffered friendship of another outsider, out of 
desperation- and then couldn't take it. He found himself in an odd relationship with a 
girl who was all tomboy until the green-eyed monster edged its way into the picture. 

It was an agonizing year of maladjustment - and yet when the end came, it all seemed 
easy and natural. The reader- this one anyhow- lived through each major tragedy with 
Chick's own sense of desperation and frustation. A plus sale for boys. And a must 

for parents. (LC: 54-6100) 


Kerr, Geoffrey Lippincott 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE $3.50 


A scapegrace caper foots its way with ease and with no little humor through 
the discomforts and disasters which attend Harry Browne, a bank clerk, and his startling 
gift- when under the influence of... Slightly squiffed, he meets and reads the mind of 
Anne- who is to marry him; he is hounded by Rawlings, a music hall agent, who wants to 
book him; and nabbed by the police- who book him differently (on a drunk and disorderly 
charge) after he sees a murder during a demonstration of his powers. He is rescued, 
with rather dashing enterprise, by a newspaper reporter; subdued by the disdain of his 
girl's mother- and the doubt of Detective Thrayle; and attacked- by the murderer- who 
does not underestimate the danger he represents. The attempts to stimulate the delicate 
degree of insobriety in which his talent can operate successfully fail- until finally 
he is released from worry and a round of pink gins brings in the final evidence.... 

The spontaneous impudence here is probably the only intoxicant you will need for a gay 
evening's entertainment. (LC: 54-5592) 
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Little, Brown 
WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR $2.75 ve 


A present day parable is keyed to the simplicity of its message which carries 
its inquiry beyond the courtroom where Janek Lazar is on trial on a charge of blasphemy. 
For Lazar, who follows no church- and no dogma, but preaches the simple faith of the love 
of man for man, has also performed certain acts of healing which have made certain people 
claim, and others fear, that he is Christ. The story here, which is restricted to the court 
annals, follows the testimony of his Russian-born mother who sensed but did not fully 
realize his strange powers and predestined calling; of his brother; of a beggar whom he had 
blinded and cured and became his first disciple; of the doctor who had lost his license when 
he had appealed to Lazar for help with certain hopeless cases; of a millionaire who had 
given him all his money; etc. etc. Roulton, the troubled magistrate, dismisses the charge- 
but the prosecutor, who views Lazar as a threat to the established Church, uses his in- 
fluence to secure his deportation and the doctor is his Judas who accomplishes the final 
ee The parallel here underlines the timeless significance of a faith which knows no 


race or creed, and leaves its aftermath of conjecture. (LC: 54-5126) 


Kampf, Harold 


February 25 
Little, Brown 
NO OTHER GODS $3.50 


This is Biblical in origin and background, in the same sense as Weinreb's The Baby- 
lonians (see P. 272, this year), but depends little on Old Testament text. For here is the 
story of Abram and Saraii in their youth; the setting is chiefly the city of Ur of the 
Chaldees where Terah, Abram's father, was a maker of idols, a man of vast riches, and Abran, 
his second son, a scholar and priest. How Abram came to realize that he could not worship 
many gods but must seek the one God of his people; how Saraii, his half-sister, came to 
love him; how the miracle word came to Abram that he must lead his people into the land of 
Canaan to worship one God - this is the gist of the story. But its flavor, its appeal, 
lies in the minute picturing of the life of the days. That the thought - the emotional 
values- seem more of today than the setting from which they are drawn makes it perhaps 
easier reading than it might be otherwise. The author - in this his first novel- has given 
us a Biblical tale for an audience that has had little in that field this year. (1C:54-5114) 


Penfield, Wilder 


February ?? 


Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE MAGNIFICENT BASTARDS $3.50 


* A new approach to men at war, in the story of the women of the canteens and the 
Red Cross on an island base in the Pacific. Chiefly the story of two women,- "Mom" who 
was a tower of strength and serenity in a Topsy turvy world (and who was tortured inside by 
the knowledge of her grown son in a mental hospital- by fear that she too was doomed); and 
Lee, a war widow, whose seven years of sexless marriage had left her frozen, scarred, and 
hoping to find something positive in sharing the horrors her husband had experienced before 
his death in the Pacific. It is a grim story of the impact of the war on men and women; 
it's tough and brutal and unpretty in its realism, but the crudity is softened by a woman's 
approach, even as the brief violent contacts on relief base softened the crudities of some 
of the men. Lee was snapped out of her oasis of detachment by the sadistic, selfish Colin 
Black, Colonel of the toughest company of the Marines. That she took full measure of 
punishment served to heighten the irony - and she came through feeling that all emotion 
was at an end - that she could take anything. The ending- for Mom- held, too, its measure 
of punishment, in a strange fulfillment. The author's Popcorn on the Ginza (back in 1949) 


Crockett, Lucy Herndon 


was a personal record of her own Red Cross experiences with the Japanese people. This is @ 
another side of the coin. (IC: 54- 5893) 
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Baxter, Walter Putnam 
THE IMAGE AND THE SEARCH $ 3.50 


Some chamber music intones with a rather langourous insistence the life and 
love lines of Sarah Valmont, and traces her unhappy progression from a youthful volupte 
to a sick sexuality. Beautiful, and rich, Sarah has the whole world before her but 
chooses Robert, and in their short marriage she submerges herself completely in the 
rites and ritual of love. But with the war, Robert is called up, and finally reported 
missing. She searches for him- in fact- and through the illusion of other men- but 
her intense, immediate pleasures are always empty ones and a continual immolation. 
phantom quest takes her on to India, and the heavy, cloying climate there excites a 
new lust- for a native, but his recoil is a final shame and for the first time she 
finds an answer to the deadening futility of her life beyond "the seeming eminence. of 
herself". But for those whom this mystique escapes, there is only the allure of an 
intimate, insatiate passion- if this is what you are looking for. (IC: 54-5481) 


Miller, Nolan , Putnam 
$3.00 


WHY I AM SO BEAT 2/25 


This is the weekend that Mark Gillis, who admits to being totally buggered up, 
spends, and his shaky vanity along with his sometimes appealing youth is well combed 
out. The wary victim of separated parents, living with a divorced sister, he is an 
undergraduate at a city university in Ohio, working for an appearance in the literary 
magazine. This means being nice to Martin Feldman, the poetry editor, and to Monica 
Satterfield, the editor, and these efforts, which he knows are bootlicking, lead him 
to sad Jane and her baby, to feeding them and putting them up in his sister's empty 
apartment. When he learns his father is planning a round-the-world trip and that his 
mother is making sure not to miss out on it, his world spins out of orbit and takes 
him through a drinking party at an acidulous assistant professor's home. Added to this 
is the presence, for the weekend, of his younger brother Pete whose adolescence wakens 
pity and adds to the confusion of Mark's mental turbulence. His first sexual experience 
with Jane, Martin's ever-present irritations, Monica's attempts to attract and Pete's 
dispassionate but worried understanding, line this with The Catcher In The Rye but do 
not combine to equal or top that book, for the first person monologue is pure contempo- 
rary voltage and the see-all, tell-all of crudbud associates may repel rather than 
attract with its sweet-sour sauciness. For a very understanding audience. (IC: 54-5484) 


Her 


ASTRAY, ASTRIDE, ASTEROID 


February 4 
Doubleday 


THE CAVES OF STEEL $2.95 


* A grim prelim of the culture of the future envisages the uneasy relationship 
between Earthmen and Spacers and the particular resentment against the robot. The 
murder of a Spacer provokes a critical interplanetary situation; Lije Baley is assigned 
to find the criminal, and given the unwanted assistance of R. (robot) Daneel. Daneel's 
presence on earth leads to dangerous demonstrations- but together they isolate the 
guilty man and build towards friendly co-existence. New worlds for old, but the same 
problems persist and are intelligently paraphrased here. (LC: 54-5418) 


Asimov, Isaac 


February 17 
Harper 


DIAMONDS FOR DANGER $2.50 


Intrigue-ridden Lisbon backgrounds the larkish predicaments that beset civil- 
ian diplomat, Beddoes. Besieged by boastful da Silva and his out-to-fascinate wife, he 
is unable to accept their offer to re-channel a consignment of industrial diamonds. But 
the smuggler and a pair of journalists carry on to an opera that is more bouffle than 


baffle. Lighthearted, light touch but sometimes a wearing mixture. (IC: 53-11863) 


Walker, D. E. 
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February 18 


Seeley, Mabel Doubleday 
THE WHISTLING SHADOW $2.75 “4 


* Widowed Gail Kiskadden, depressed and lost after the death of her twenty year old 
son, John, is confronted with the fact he has been secretly married. She searches out the 
girl, brings her back to Minneapolis, and tries to establish some sort of confidence and 
affection. But Sherry Lee's presence brings about an abrasive haunting by whistling and 
through ventriloquist's dummies; a man is killed; Gail cannot turn the girl out when her 
pregnancy becomes dangerous and the baby, when born, becomes another weapon. His kidnapp- 
ing brings the climax and safety for Gail. The restlessness and urgency of terror keep 


this chill and taut. (LC: 54-5365) 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
DEATH OF A LAKE $2.75 


* The natural phenomenon of a recently born lake gradually vanishing and the out- 
back homestead and outstations of Australia contribute to Detective Inspector Bonaparte's 
newest case in highly atmospheric style. The disappearance of a lottery winner two years 
earlier, together with his win, the tension at the station, seven suspects - and the winter 
heat, keep Bony, in his guise of horse breaker, probing and prying but never stonkered. A 


good new dealfor a sturdy character. (LC: 54-5711) 


February 24 


Lippincott 


Wilmot, Robert Patrick 
DEATH RIDES A PAINTED HORSE $2.50 





Steve Considine on his own this time when his chief at the agency gives him a hot ® 
potato to handle. Murder- dope peddling-carnival rackets- and a slate of phonies playing 
underworld stuff on location- out where the west begins- combine for fast and furious pace, 
plenty of confused issues, some pretty close calls for Steve- and eventually luck for 
survivors. Tough and sparked with the flavor - if you call it that- of carnival argot. 


(LC: 53-10222) 





February 7 2 


Coward-McCann 


Armstrong, Charlotte oe 
THE BETTER TO EAT YOU $ 2,75 


The abvious entrapping of a young girl, Sarah Shepherd, is thwarted by young 
Professor David Wakeley who first wants her for his secretary and later for the whole of 
his life. He finds a nest of snakes urging her to believe in her destiny as a Jonah; he 
tests her grandfather when other deaths occur and he unmasks a lethal impersonation. 01d 
) 


games - no new fun. (LC: 54-5797) 


Fisher, Clay = Houghton, Mifflin-Ballantine 
THE TALL MEN 2/ '© $2.00- $.35 


The six feet two and eyes of blue belong to Ben Allison, who with his brother 
makes a deal with cold, calculating Nathan Stark to drive a head of beef up from Texas. The 
love of Nella which Ben wins- and Stark would like to buy, the threat of Jayhawkers- and 
Indians, with Crazy Horse perched at the Bozeman Pass; and Ben's simple virtue and valor ee 
all contrive to teach Stark a new lesson at the end of the trail.... Sombre, sanguine and 


generally exciting stuff. (LC: 54-5702) 
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Stpecialites de la Maison 


We recommend - though not for main courses perhaps- a number of unimportant but de- 
lectable items:- Emily Kimbrough, now FORTY PLUS AND FANCY FREE (Harper): Maharani of 
Kapurthala's memoirs, MAHARANI (Holt); these for entertainment Gilbert Highet'’s MAN'S 
UNCONQUERABLE MIND (Columbia) and Virginia Woolf's A WRITER'S DIARY (Harcourt) for the 
Literary flavor; CROCODILE FEVER by Lawrence Eari (Knopf) for adventure. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-— Non-fictian 


January 
Parker, Dorothy & d'Usseau, Arnaud Viking 
THE LADIES OF THE CORRIDOR $2.50 


In book form the recent Broadway production which uses the lives of the 
hotel widows as a subject for a biting drama. The potentials for humor and pathos 
seem- on the stage- to collapse before somewhat static content of plot. Actually it 
reads better than it plays, with successive characters, major and minor, taking on 
substance in their lines. Perhaps in book form it will have a success among play read- 
ing groups, and the recognition values may recommend it to individual readers. 

(IC: 54-6125) 
January 15 


Dutton, William S. Farrar, Straus & Young 
STAY ON, STRANGER: $1.75 


A brief biography of a little known woman, Alice Lloyd, and the forgotten, 
frontier America of Daniel Boone in the Kentucky hills- which she redeemed from almost 
total illiteracy- is not only a tribute but also an amazing account of achievement. 
Partially paralyzed, Alice Lloyd came to Caney Creek in 1916, a “holler" where time had 
stood still for 150 years “except to breed more people and denser ignorance", and even 
the postmistress couldn't read. And there, with her old typewriter, an Oliver 9, she has 
raised more than $2,000,000 for clothes and food, college educations and teachers and 
schools. A “furrin woman", distrusted through the first slow years of accomplishment, 
the community grew with her; a high school was started in 1919 (two pupils were enrolled) 
and other towns followed suit; Caney College was the next step and a modern Mona Lisa 
was registered with a “setting hen” as her tuition; Christmas comes from all over the 
country- and there are 80,000 gifts for the 35,000 children now; and the hill people 
who have been taught and trained- return to their hills and pass on their new knowledge... 
A practical but inspirational illustration of patient and selfless service- this is 
keyed to the simplicity of its subject. (Readers' Digest material.) (IC: 54-6205) 


January 22 


Steegmuller, Francis - Hd. & Trans Farrar, Straus & Young 


prepub. $3.75, pub. $4.00 
THE SELECTED LETTERS OF GUSTAVE FLAUBERT 


This fine collection of Flaubert's letters has been selected, translated and 
edited by Mr. Steegmuller with a perception that at once satisfied the reader as to 
clarity and completeness. This is a feat, for the total bulk of Flaubert's letters has 
already run to nine volumes in the Conard edition. In behalf of clarity, Mr. Steegmuller 
follows the Great Letters Series custom of presenting us with identifications of cor- 
respondents; he divides the letters into three periods of Flaubert's life - the years 
of childhood and youth, 1821-51; the years which brought forth Madame Bovary and caused 
“Les Affres de 1'Art", 1851-57; the years of retreat and further writing as "Saint 
Polycarp"”, 1857-81. The sense of completeness in the correspondence arises in part 
from the spanning of a lifetime in the letters, in part from the fullness of communi- 
cation with relatively few people, all important to Flaubert. The content of the 
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letters too contributes to this sense, as Flaubert analyses himgelf, comments on the social 
forces shaping the period, gives his ideas on art and the creative process. The letters 

are vigorous and full of feeling even when Flaubert is complaining; they are varied and ry 
cohesive. As he pays his respects to Hugo, praises Baudelaire, describes his sister's death 

to Maxime du Camp, etches the Near East for Louis Bouilhet writes of love and art to Louise 
Colet, spars fondly with romanticist George Sand, kindly scolds his student, Guy de 

Maupassant, nephew of the beloved Alfred Poittevin, we find the role of the painfully ob- 
jective artist set aside by a man of emotions, whose mot juste igs spiced with spontaneity. 


January 29 


Cargill, Oscar & Pollock, Thos. Clark N. Y. U. Press 
THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THOMAS WOLFE & HOMER ANDREW WATT $2.50 


A collectors' item, and not an important one at that, though Wolfe expresses here 
some of his ideas on the American educational system which, so far as we know, are not 
found elsewhere. Wolfe applied to Dr. Watt for an instructorship in the English Depart- 
ment at what was then known as Washington Sauare College, in January 1924, and started 
teaching there that February. He taught sporadically until February 1930, during which time 
he wrote Look Homeward, Angel and abandoned playwriting. He was an earnest instructor 
though the pull to writing kept getting in his way, along with an insatiable urge to travel 
and broaden his field of reference. Summers seemed not enough. Contrary to the mood of 
his novels, these letterg indicate that Wolfe's teaching experience was a satisfactory one 
and he felt gratitude for the opportunity of getting to know New York through aspirations 
and drives of the diversified students at the college. Perhaps his most cogent comments 
on education came after he had gained some perspective from seeing Cambridge. To him the 
American college is in the thick cf life, while the English university seems removed from 
living, a congenial but not stimulating atmosphere for learning.... In both of these 
volumes the substance seems thin, tenuous, but Wolfe addicts will want then. & 


Pollock, Thomas Clark & Cargill, Oscar N. Y. U. Press 
THOMAS WOLFE AT WASHINGTON SQUARE $7.50 


This small book covers much the same period as the letters (see report above) 
through a section of Memorabilia at the end extends the prior to his death. The pith of 
this material is in the comments of stvu‘ients and fellow teachers on Wolfe's conduct as a 
Most of the contributors seem cto feel that he lectured in a bursting, bumbling 
tumultuous manner. While one of his colleagues wryly remarks that his teaching seems to 
have been a “soapbox affair". Students now regret that they didn't take up his offer to 
purchase Look Homeward, Angel and let him inscribe it as he suggested he do. At the time 
it didn't seem important. It is doubtful whether much is uncovered in this volume that is 
not available elsewhere, but it does highlight facets of Wolfe's living which might be 
superficially mentioned elsewhere. Specifically, there is found data on his alleged anti- 
semitism, and his savage attacks on the University and its "weary and hate-laden air". The 
authors' view is all-forgiving and both feel that Wolfe has no malicious intent. Illustrated. 


teacher. and 


January? ? 2/ Rg 
Highet, Gilbert Columbia University Press 
MAN'S UNCONQUERABLE MIND $2.75 


More of a mentor than a critic this time (People, Places and Books) Mr. Highet's 
discussion here is both a tribute to the immortality of the mind and a stimulus to its 


application in the constant and continuous channels of thinking, learning and teaching. A 


classicist, Highet writes with the entire perspective of western civilization in full view- 
and with a sonorous, supple prose which is an invitation to learning in itself. Our advances, 
from animalism to humanity, from the use of tools and plants to the concepts of the passing 
but undying cultures of the Greek and Roman; the training of the mind, through challenge 

and experiment and association- for the "Secret of education is never to forget the possi- 
bility of greatness"; the future of knowledge- which may hee one of three destinies, 
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expansion, self-destruction, or tyrannical thought control; and the limits of knowledge- 
from the external hindrances of sloth or poverty or error to the inherent limitations 
of the mind--- this is an olympian view of man's mind and its perennial promise of 
achievement. Spacious as it is, it will not be over your head--- Highet is never an 
inaccessible interpreter. His radio audience proves this. 


2? 
aad 0% a 
Viking 


Rodewald, Fred C. 
COMMERCIAL ART AS A BUSINESS $2.95 


An experienced and successful artist-author shares the findings of his own 
varied career with aspirants and beginners in the field of commercial art. He goes 
into the subject from a wholly professional point of view, strongly advocating a more 
realistic approach to understanding the factors involved, the relation between artist 
and buyer, the business ABC's of his trade, He stresses the importance of written 
orders, of accepting standard procedure, of guarding the value of the time element, of 
arriving at a fair price. He discusses the aspects of financing and bookkeeping, of 
taxes, of codes of ethics towards service studios, agents, etc. He assesses- and 
dismisses- most so-called short cuts, and presents some valuable tips on selling. The 
final section deals with the possible markets for commercial art, the special catego- 
ries, and the organizations in aid of the artists. An essential handbook for ex- 
perienced commercial artists too. (IC: 54-5756) 


February 4 


Gogarty, Oliver St. John Doubleday 
IT ISN'T THIS TIME OF YEAR AT ALL $3.50 


The author of As. I Was Going Down Sackville Street continues his peppery 
parade through the years and his reminiscences are urbane to tart, having as much and 
more about politics and literature as doctoring. Along with his colleges and col- 
leagues are friendships with James Joyce, Compton Mackenzie, Lord Dunsany, Sir Horace 
Plunkett, Russell, Yeats, Augustus Jones, A. E. and others; there is comment and anec- 
dote on seniors as well as juniors, on British as well as Irish society. Hospitals 
and medical training and a professional career go hand in hand with artistic companion- 
ship and interests, with cycling and foxhounds, with houses and homes and with view 
upon view of Ireland, physical, political, economic and ideological. It's an ebullient 
book, full of “green thoughts” that should satisfy those with a liking for leisurely 
biography, for sharp contemporary commentary. (LC: 54-5360) 


February 15 


Rasmussen, A. H. Crowell 
CHINA TRADER $3.95 


There is color, action, and candor in Mr. Rasmussen's story of his life as 
a trader in China, and the excitement of a life full of wild boar hunts, camel caravans, 
bandits, revolutions, and epidemics is conveyed to us with the same modesty that cha- 
racterized Sea Fever(report - September 1, 1952, p. 588). Starting his landlubber 
career in the British Customs Service in 1805 in Shearzhai, Mr. Rasmussen traveled the 
Yangtze to Chinkiang, where cholera epidemics, salt smugglers, hunting the old grey 
boar, a fantastic shipwreck, a faithful dog and satanic steed pierced the boredom of 
Customs life. After heading an ambulance unit in the Revolution, he took up an 
adventurous and lucrative trading in camel wool which led from Tientsin as home base 
to Mongolia and the intrigue of High Asia. China in a period of unrest from the view- 
point of a quickwitted foreign trader who neatly jumped the hurdles of anti-foreign 
action and sentiment; unforgetable as to character and milieu. (LC: 54-5530) 
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? 
}T LAN ALAM b Knopf 


Berton, Pierre i 
THE ROYAL FAMILY $3.75 oe 


A mass-minded biography of a family dynasty presents the trivia and the trappings 
of royalty from Victoria to Elizabeth II and submits many a peek at the peaks and nadirs 
of the British crowned heads. From the conjunction of the disparate characteristics of 
Hanover and Coburg when Victoria married her Albert, on through the line with all its 
contrasts and conflicts, inherited, and often enhanced by the era, this traces the element 
of persistent change and the emergence of an appeal that maintains in respect and that has 
increased in popularity. Here are the shifts in royal attitudes, the restrictions and 
continuing traditions, the burden of the crown as it erases freedom, confines every act 
and imposes its standards of veneration and perfection, and the almost unbelievable but 
still magic qualities of a monarch. There are its practical applications - in trade, in 
its importance in a common past and future; the anthropological aspects of its ceremonious 
etiquette, festivals and taboos; the molding into an inflexible pattern and the imprisonment 
of a planned life for the dedicated. Full of detail, anecdote and incident, this is su- 
perior assemblage of majesties as people and rulers. From the Canadian Maclean's and of- 


ten absorbing reading. (LC: 53-9456) 
Earl, Lawrence Knopf ree 
CROCODILE FEVER $hee0 3.95 


The personal history of Bryan Herbert Dempster makes a story of danger and hardi- 
hood - and sometimes foolhardiness as he follows his star and his determination to earn 
his living by hunting crocodiles in South Africa. With the memory of his first kill at 
eight, school and the war pointed up his belief that he was not for the ordinary life and, 
although his first shoot was no success, he finally did evolve a method of killing that 
brought results. From a moving boat at night, with his rifle at close range and a lamp 
strapped to his head, he and his black brother, Joseph, bagged their prey. But marriage > 
to Peggy persuaded him to try tobacco farming in northern Rhodesia and failure there sent 
him back to the life where he was complete master and the profession in which he had no © 
rival. A try in Portuguese East Africa and trouble with the authorities sent him running- 
to England where he tried to raise money for a crocodile farm, to Earl, who heard his story - 
and to current oblivion. Storms, danger, excitement and an unsettled, frustrated life make 
this something of a companion to iarpoon Venture by Gavin Maxwell (Viking, 1952) and head 


it for a masculine audience. Illustrated. (IC: 53-9460) 
Knopf 
THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA $4.50 


Approximately four fifths of this is new material, added to the 1934 revision of 
a book, The South Africans that Sarah Gertrude Millin wrote in 1926. Now, it is a valid 
and interesting study of the problem land today, noteworthy and guaranteed of the sales 
that the growing interest in South Africa will give it. Written in an informative and 
easily flowing style that will appeal, the book and its arrangement are an easy combination 
of the historical and the contemporary. A survey-like first chapter tells chronological 
events from the first Boer settlements on, making it plain that the nerro-white problem 
today will not settle itself. Following, are profiles on diamond and gold mining that 
give clear background detail to the land's whole economy, and establish a field of reference : 
for living conditions, politics and very readable passages on the peoples themselves- | 
Boer, English, Coloureds, Africans, Jews and Indians. A rich and sensitive comment, | 
illustrative of the country's great dilemma and fine supplementary reading for a book like 
Vernon Barlett's The Struggle for Africa (Praeger). (LC: 53-6853) 


Millin, Sarah Gertrude 
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Pape, Richard Houghton, Mifflin 
BOLDNESS BE MY FRIEND $300 ST 


An account of escape and evasion has the rugged, resourceful and above all 
determined properties of the man who tells his own story here of some three years in 
and out of German prison camps. Pape, a navigator, crashed on the Dutch-German border, 
was hidden in a haystack by some friendly Dutchmen, and then turned over to the under- 
ground who got him as far as Leyden where he was arrested by the Gestapo. In his first 
Stalag, he shared the escape fever of the others; exchanged identity with another 
soldier- and after various “wire-wriggles", finally got across into Poland where he 
made his way from village to village, and came down with pleurisy in a nunnery. Weak, 
dazed, and feverish- a public vituperation against Hitler put him back in German hands 
and this time brutalizing experiences only reenforced his desire to escape again, which 
he did. But he was also caught again and many months of illness followed, meningitis, 
a temporary blindness, a second pleurisy,- until finally- after a successful simulation 
of nephritis- he was able to reach England..... A bald, bluff account- not only of 
enterprise- but also of endurance- there are few literary subtleties here but perhaps 
none are needed. (LC: 54-525) 


Dufault, Peter Kane Macmillan 
ANGEL OF ACCIDENCE $3.00 


This is so obviously a volume of first-trial by a young and new poet, that 
any criticism by usual standards is likely to be inclement. The poems are experimental 
and eclectic. The one theme that seems to run through the many titles is an interest 
in birds, and bird hunting, and a general predilection for nature. Other than that, the 
poems are only minor in their interest and accomplishment. 


Hallgarten, George W. F. Ja 4/6 Macmillan 
WHY DICTATORS? $5.00 


Here is an imposing study, patterned on the scientific concepts of the so- 
ciologist Max Weber. It is a student's book, bound to delight as well as provoke 
arguments and to stand on its own two feet as one of the most cogent definitions of 
dictators and dictatorships in their various tempers through the ages. Setting up his 
hypotheses- (and for the reason that in order to prevent dictatorships we must be able 
to predict their origins and courses-) Hallgarten divides all known dictatorships into 
four different types. The classical dictotor, rising in a period of economic boom, is 
characterized by a love-hate of the aristocracy and typified by such men as Caesar, some 
of the Greek tyrants and some of the "benevolent despots” in South America today. The 
pseudo-revolutionary is the fascist Nietzscheian man the world saw in Hitler and now 
sees in Peron. Spanish military juntas and their ilk, are counter-revolutionaries who 
stage coups to stop mass movements and, though lacking in the extreme nationalism are 
similar to fascists. Lastly, the communists come under the heading of ultra-revolution- 
aries who are characterized by revolt from below and complete separation from aristoc- 
racy. (Savonarola, Robespierre and the Anabaptists belong here too.) The author's 
careful fitting of each dictator into a particular classification, his attempt at mak- 
ing a pure science out of sociology, is where most will find fault with the book, but 
for the rest it is a thoroughgoing and valuable thesis. 


Walker, Ernest P. Macmillan 
THE MONKEY BOOK $4.75 


Report repeated from the October lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall publica- 
tion, as follows: “A handbook which will prime you on the selection and care of a 
primate as a household pet, preferably if there are no small children around. How to 
obtain them; exercise; health and breeding; housebreaking and handling - all make up 
the first part. In the second part, there is a description of the various species, 
prices, attributes, habits.... A guide, for the present or potential owner - and there 
seem to be more of these than you might think. Illustrated with photos.” 
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February 17 
Adelson, Dorothy Crowell 
ROUGHING IT ON THE RUE DE LA PAIX $3.00 7 
The experiences of an American in Paris- not just in the spring- provides a care- 
free causerie not only of her charms, but also of her difficulties and discomforts. Mov- 


ing in on Simone, a friend, she soon found that her amusing apartment had very few conven- 
inces- and none of them in working order- and from the frazzling existence there went on to 
take a studio (unheated) alone. The impossible plumbing; the extortionate procedures in 

an attempt to get a telephone; the attitudes of the French- from the ambivalence of l'amour 
to the ecstasy of food (and the high cost of a pound of onions); her erratic efforts to 

pay her way, from selling articles to working up a line of gifts shop merchandise,- all 

this is part of a personal record of precarious- certainly not riotous- living, and there's 


a pleasant burble to most of it. (LC: 54-5525) 


ct 


Deutsch, N. J., D. V. M. Crowell 
& McCoy, J. d. THE DOG OWNER'S HANDBOOK $2.95 


The word from the Bide-A-Wee shelter on canicular particulars does not carry the 
waggishness of the Kinney and Honeycutt How To Raise A Dog (Simon & Schuster) but does 
carry an equal authority. For from countless dogs who are in its care, Dr. Deutsch has 
formulated sound suggestions which start in witn the reasons for choosing a pet and the 
breeds (not always pure) which may best suit your needs, continue to the schooling of both 
dog and what hopes to be his master, settle down to the physical care and feeding. Disease 
and ailments, internal and external parasites, home medical treatment, breeding and 
pregnancies and puppies cover necessary territory and the questions of problem dogs, laws 
for owners farm dogs, dog shows and field trials wind up a trust-worthy and complete 
round-up for future and current devotees, who would be intelligent and practical as well 


as love the kind. (LC: 54-5527) 





Harper 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION $4.00 


John Alden from the University of Nebraska contributes the second volume in 
Harper's New American Nation Series and his work has led to a spirited study of the course 
of the revolution that should compare well with the best in this field. It is a well 
informed, chronology of events, traditional in its interpretations but highly readable and 
exhibitive of succinct and imaginative use of source material. In his introduction, Mr. 
Alden sets the stage of Britain's corrupt and mistaken ways that led not only to the 
colonists‘ irritations but to antagonisms from Spain and France. The sense of place and 
time and of personality traits that went into the many decisions made on both sides, enters 
into subsequent accounts of troop movements and the political acts that were their ins- 
tigators. Further balance of political, personal and economic factors that shaped history 
give not only a clear recounting of the difficulties in establishing a new government, and 
of miraculously won battles, but the conflicts of loyalties and the social conditions that 
prevailed through the establishment of peace. A fine basic study for school and colleges and 


palatable to the layman. (LC: 53-11826) 


Alden, John R. 





Harper 


Hyman, Sidney 
THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT $4.00 


The success of Lorant Stefan's pictorial history, Presidency (Macmillan) about 
two years ago took some readers back to Milton's excellent The Use of Presidential Power 
(Little, Brown- unfortunately out of print). Now comes this challenging piece of political 
science, in a vigorous and modern study of an office whose qualifications have continued to 
defy definition since it was established. The book falls into three sections, first view- - 
ing the president in a dual role as a man who is power head of a party and representative 
of the people; then illustrates the outcomes of this duality, among them the president's 
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need for politically artistic rather than executive skills. Complex as are the traits 

that may fit a man for office, solely political factors govern the ultimate selection. 
Two points Mr. Hyman stresses here:- the need for a reformed method of selecting conven- 

& tion delegates, and the fact that if we realigned our party system in a strict liberal- 
conservative division, the president could not be a representative of the entire na- 
tion. In his office, he is manager both of social justice and national wealth, of 
preparations for war and peace. The study ends with a warning that if government con- 
tinues to run business, thepresidency will overstep its bounds. A book for historians, 
political scientists, students; thoughtful, provocative even when biassed, a thorough 


job. (IC: 52-5451) 
February 17 3/3 


Kimbrough, Emily Harper 
FORTY PLUS AND FANCY PREE $3.00 




















* And her "heart still young and gay" when she revisits Europe on a CBS assign- 
ment to cover the Coronation. She and her friends are honestin their surprise and 
wonderment intheir wanderings about Europe. From the palpitations of the take-off and 
the Atlantic flight, to the magicking of Paris, the insinuating delights of Italy, on 
to the unabashed romance and impressiveness of the Great Day in England, Our Author 
does her stint, spots, spats and spumes over arrangements anent luggage, clothes, 
shopping, kodak-ing, restaurants and food, and indexes all the minutiae of their 
viaticum. The onetime, sometime traveler will respond to the community necessity of 
kindness-to-others medals, words withheld when they would have been an outlet, travel 
by plane and train and car, accommodations when good, bad or indifferent, and all the 
personalities along the route. Venice, Rome, Florence, Perugia, Assissi, Gubbio, 
Florence - and these tourists, not naif, not temperamental, not testy, but neither 
retiring nor self-effacing provide a trip abroad in bright, lively and often giddy 

& retrospect. Her audience will not be disappointed, dismayed or depressed at Our 
Author from Muncie, Indiana and what she saw, felt, did and said. Have fun. Illustrat- 
ed by Mircea Visiliu. (LC: 53-11846) 


Neider, Charles - éd. Harper 
THE FABULOUS INSECTS $3.50 


A collection of articles, from magazines, journals and books, focuses on the 
curious, the unusual and the specialists of the insect worlds. Ants (army, white, 
driver; at work, play and war) account for several of the chapters. There are also 
spiders, crickets, termites, butterflies and moths, bees, the dragonfly, the human 
botfly, the mantis, sexton beetle, walking stick and dauber wasp in all their amazing 
adaptations, incredible life histories and individual eccentricites. Two general 
sections cover oddities among insects and insects as thermometers. Even the editor, 
in his introduction, has his own contributions on the black widow spider and scorpions. 
The flying and crawling heroes are made fascinating by Beebe, Devoe, Peattie, Teale, 
Fabre, Maeterlinck, Hallenbeck, Vandercook, Cleveland, Curran and others and the pro- 
jection throughout is enlarged as wonder, awe and delight beset the observers and as 
comparisons and contrasts to man are underscored. A good enlivening of entomology. 


(LC: 53-11855) 


















Neutra, Richard Oxford 
SURVIVAL THROUGH DESIGN $5.50 


A biologically grounded and philosophically presented system for modern build- 
ing by the architect considered by many as second in importance to Frank Lloyd Wright 
for the United States. In written form, this is Neutra's credo. Set down over a 
period of years and gathered together now it is a series of short essays on various 
topics, most of which build first toward the idea that responsible thinkers can and must 
plan an environment or environments for the survival of humanity and that the plan it- 
self must necessarily be geared to organic forms and in harmony with the basic impulses 
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in the human nervous system. These he explores fully, considering the many complex rela- 

tions within nature, within man and within the environment both that he has and that he 

should build for himself. For Neutra, a city planning committee should be chaired by an & 
expert in biology. To those who know his work already- Southern California is his seat of 
operations but he has designed building areas all over the world- his ideas of synaptic 

bridges, of separated traffic and pedestrian areas, of spaciousness, of different accom- 
modations for people with different needs and above all, the rejection of the beauty- 

utility duality, are familiar. To foresighted readers, his expression of them will ring 


clear and challenging. (LC: 53-9190) 


February 18 


Woolf, Virginia Harcourt, Brace 
A WRITER'S DIARY $5.00 


* There are many who will be grateful for the view Leonard Woolf affords in opening 
the doors of Mrs. Woolf's room of her own, her diary of works in progress, to the public. 
Musing at various moments during the years from 1918 to 1941 as we come to know them here, 
Mrs. Woolf saw her diary as a “kindly, blankfaced old confidante’, a quarry of precious 
memories to which she might return for sustenance, a place where she practiced writing - 
like doing her scales - and where she really almost wrote her books. The confidences we 
see are esentially literary and yet at the core of her being as she lives through the long 
pull of writing with its driving excitement, sinks on the peak of achievement when a book 
is done to worry at what L. and the others will say, worry and waive the criticism which 
falis from her as she loses herself in another work already projected. We witness the 
growth of her powers and extension of her exploration as the novels themselves rise before 
us, from the days of Jacob’s Roomthrough the consuming Waves to the further voyage of The 
Years To be a writer meant to be a sensibility, an interesting novelist, perhaps, to be 
driven to write for what goal - a queer individuality?- always to analyse oneself... read- 
ing and criticism formed an important part of her life: we see her steeped in Shakespeare, ~ 
coming to him with “mind agape and red-hot" to feel him out-distance her, remarking on 
Proust's utmost sensibility and tenacity, drawing strength and separateness from the classics. 
And all the time her works of criticism, her contacts with the figures of the literary 
world - Bennett, Hardy, Elizabeth Bowen, Maynard Keynes, and the others, weave in and out 
of her inner life. Virginia Woolf, novelist, critic, person, comes to us with all the 
brilliance, perceptiveness,and restraint we could wish for her, and we are privileged to 


have her so. (LC: 54-5257) 
February 19 
Random House 
THE GOLDEN DOOR $3.50 15 


The need for an immigration act which will offer “hospitality, not hostility” has 
occasioned this reasoned but by no means cool attack against the McCarran Act- which has 
retained the old injustices of our immigration laws but added a hundred new restrictive 
features of its own. From the case of George Wittsack, who fought in Korea for the United 
States but returned home to find that he was not an American- and was to be deported, this 
goes through a hundred heartbreakers of broken lives- and broken families which have been 
victimized by the many quirks and jokers in this policy which is open to individual inter- 
pretation- or injustice. Derivative citizenship- the children of American parentage who 


Bruce, J. Campbell 


are kept “rom reaching this country in time to establish their nationality; eminent 

scientists and teachers- who have been unable to bring their knowledge to this country; 
innocents- whose detention has run from months to years--- all this is part of the story 

whose repercussions extend from personal tragedy to a foreign policy which engenders hate 

and doubt.... A book which exposes and substantiates an issue which demands congress- * 


ional attention and action- and is likely to receive it in the coming year. (LC: 53-9712) 
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February 23 


Campanis, Al Dutton 
THE DODGERS’ WAY TO PLAY BASEBALL $2.95 


The outcome of round table discussions at the Dodgers' Spring Training Camp, 
this is a handbook of teaching techniques and playing practices- for those actively 
engaged in this sport. Types of pitchers- their aptitudes and limitations (control, 
stance, etc.); catching; infield and outfield play; the defensive game- and the offens- 
ive aspects which involve batting, bunting, base running, sliding; signals; clothing 
and equipment; the qualifications and role of the coach and the manager- all this will 
warm up the starting player with sound stratagems and practical principles, illustrat- 
ed with instruction pictures in line by Tex Blaisdell. (LC: 54-5030) 


Roueche, Berton Little, Brown 
ELEVEN BIVE MEN $3.50 


From the New Yorker these annals of medical detection have the fascination 
of their assiduous inquiry into strange symptoms and uncommon manifestations and the 
drama- in which disease is often the killer- begins with some enigmatic circumstances. 
A mortality in a city hospital is traced to some raw pork; three victims of typhoid 
fever alert the vigilance of the New York Public Health Bureau (from whom most of this 
material derives) to a source of infection which resulted from a game of wild Indians 
and a stopped up drain pipe; an outbreak of rickettsialpox, the newest of known diseases, 
ends with the identification of a mite by an enthusiastic exterminator; eleven elderly 
men turn blue and a cafeteria where sodium nitrate has been used for salt provides the 
common contact; a man from Mexico revives an old scare, smallpox, and leprosy is once 
again “a lonely road" for one of its victims; a needle provides a lasting surcease from 
care for one of its users- a hercin addict - when tetanus results. These and others 
provide a dossier of afflictions and infections which arouse doubt and dread but are 
traced to their source with precision, patience and enterprise, none of which is lost 
in the transmission here. (LC: 54-5121) 
a ay: 
February 2 hc 
Shepherd, Roy Macmillan 
HISTORY OF THE ROSE $4.50 


Report repeated from the October lst bulletin, when scheduled for December 
publication, as follows: "A highly specialized book for professional growers. Not a 
gardener's book, for there is virtually no advice on selection, on cultivation, on 
growing. It is a very technical research job into the history of the rose, going back 
to classical days, exploring the origins and the sources, European and Oriental. The 
Belgian botanist Crepin's system of classification has bem used, with later modifica- 
tions incorporated. The characteristics of branches, prickles, foliage, flowers, fruit 
of successive species and sub-species are analyzed, and grouping(for chapter division) 
is made into species and hybrids. The main headings fall into Climbing Roses, Chinese 
Roses, Asiatics, French Roses, 01d World Roses, North American Roses, Yellows, Hybrid 
Perpetuals, Hybrid Teas, and Polyanthus. A very full Bibliography offers suggestions 
of further studies. The market will be chiefly hybridizers. Illustrated.” 


Leavitt, Robert Keith Lippincott 
THE CHIP ON GRANDMA'S SHOULDER $3.75 


A pleasant recall of boyhood days at the turn of the century in the 01d Colony 
town of Bradford, Mass. is peppered with the personality of an unconventional grandma. 
An enemy of the Demon Rum and its brother tobacco, believer in the omnipotence of the 
peanut in the culinary art, devout celebrator of Independence Day, Grandma kept her two 
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mischievous grandsons on their toes. The Leavitt boys joined in the main street, back yard » _ 
life of the town with gusto, partaking in the “associational ventures” from skunk hunting 

to idol worship of the fire engines. All the artifacts of another era from May baskets 

to marbles parade before the reader as small town life steps by. The burning of Beal's 

Block; encounters over the candy counter; a schaol-housed skunk; the strange and touching 
heroism of an old doctor- a drug addict; the “help”; parades, church suppers, and the lot 
comprise a tale in which humor and color outstrip nostalgia. (LC: 54-5593) 


Februarye4 3/17 
Lewis, W. H. “at Morrow-S loane 
$5.00 


THE SPLENDID CENTURY: Social Life in France under Louis XIV 


A rather scholarly work on a specific period- Louis XIV - which offers a wealth 
of interesting data. The portrait of Louis himself, his amours, the silly protocol of his 
court, reflects his personal magnetism and is gossipy and popularly slanted, but scarcely 
presents a convincing record of Louis' greatness. The substance of the text is devoted to 
describing the social life of the peasant, the urban dweller, the clergy, the professionali 
class, the intellectuals. Something is definitely lacking:- it is neither a popular book 
nor yet does it convey an impression of profound scholarship. It lacks interpretive values 
and seems to throw very little additional light on the reign of the Roi Soleil, or to bring 
out many facts about pre-revolutionary France, not already known. Supplementary reading 


for college libraries - its probable market. (IC: 53-9235) 
February 25 )4 | 


Trefflich, Henry & Appleton-Century-Crofts 
Kendrick, Baynard THEY NEVER TALK BACK $3.50 


Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall publica- 
tion, as follows: “A very pleasant monologue by the owner of Trefflich's Pet Department 
Store in New York City carries him from the years in which he first started to deal in fur, 
feathered, and scaled merchandise through his many problems - from A for anteaters right 
down to Z for zebras. Problems that involved not only the care, feeding and nursing of his 
charges but also the many local laws they caused him to break; problems that turned into 
emergencies and near-catastrophes when fire and flood, escapes and transportation and 
important restrictions moved in on him; problems that were headaches when it came to “bring- 
ing them back alive" from their native haunts - these are a panorama for the stories of 
the animals, birds and reptiles themselves. Customers range from zoos, carnivals and 
circuses, to indulgent parents and eccentric animal-lovers, and their purchases are equally 
varied - bears, dogs, elephants, gorillas, hippos, lions, boa constrictors, etc., etc. So 
come to the animal fair, (almost) all of the birds and the beasts will be there - and 
there's lots of entertainment in the situations they create. Illustrated. (LC: 53-10672) 


penne tt 3 Jd 
Bingham, Jonathan John Day 


SHIRT-SLEEVE DIPLOMACY: Point Four. in Action $ 777 Y oe 


To judge from this book, Jonathan Bingham has performed a noteworthy bit of shirt- 
sleeve diplomacy in telling the story of Point Four, its history, problems, and potential- — 
ities. From the day Ben Hardy's memo reached President Truman to the present, Point Four ~ 
has become a vital part of our foreign policy, history-making in its concept of national 


responsibility to help the underdeveloped areas of the world help themselves, by distribu- 
tion of knowledge rather than money. Point Four in the field found its work in agriculture & 


health, industry, in helping people understand the program and aiding without hurting 
cultural sensibilities. The headaches of how much money is enough, how much too much - 
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for dollar aid may lead to inflation; private investment; the possible intrusion of 
politics in a nonpolitical program; the question of UN or U.S. aid and interrelation 
come under discussion. Point Four in action is impressive, and this clear informal and 
informative interpretation of its role can point up its importance for the general 


reader. 
February ?7 


Brinda, Maharani of Kapurthala Henry Holt 
MAHARANT $4.50 


* This moving and muted account of a life in a transitional generation where 
East and West met but did not come to terms comes to us through a spirited princess 
who earned the peace of the Gita through acceptance of inevitable heritage. An arrang- 
ed marriage to the Tika Raja of Kapurthala was the turnspringof the princess' life: 
it led to the freedom of French schooling and back to the limits of a kingdom where 
her father-in-law, a vacillating modernist, ruled her marriage as well as the land. 
Forbidden to pursue the projects she set up to help the people, the Maharani lived a 
bi-continental existence which included such personages as George and Mary of England, 
the Prince of Wales,the Nizam of Hyderabad, Elsa Maxwell, and Cole Porter. From her 
marriage to a man dominated by his father, who accepted a second wife after she failed 
to produce an heir, the Maharani gained three daughters whose freedom she assured. 
Touching and strange, this memoir gives fine glimpses into the Hindu culture, of worlds 


apart moving together, not without grief. 


Jordan, Edwin P., M. D. Putnam 


YOU AND YOUR HEALTH 2/24 $3.95 


From newspaper articles, to close the gap between the pltysician and the 
patient, this is a round up of many of the ills to which the flesh is heir- and a plain 
explanation of what they are- and what can be done about them. Heart, blood pressure 
and hardening of the arteries; the digestive system; cancer; infections- from chil- 
dren's diseases to viruses; the skin, hair and nails; rheumatism and arthritis; 
allergies; the eyes and ears- the checkup here is general and includes, in some in- 
stances, the possible therapy which will be indicated. Question and answer sections 
at the end of each chapter widen the range of inquiry and deal with common queries. 
For home use, but by no means as extensive or elaborate as the Elsevier The Book 


of Health.(IC: 54-5489) 


Putnam 
FRIEND OR FOE? 2//5 $ Jen 


This narrative continues on the trail of Spycatcher (Harper) and has again 
the virtue of an attractive modesty in the pursuit of a profession which had more than 
its share of doubt and danger. Pinto, a Dutch counterintelligence chief in England, 
examines once again the evidence in a few cases which held- for him- the widest margin 
for error and ended with a question mark. Friend or foe, innocent or guilty, were Ter 
Huyt, who helped to operate an escape rout but claimed that a gentle Gestapo man allowed 
him to get away; Poelhof, a Dutch half caste, was distrusted by some 87 men he assisted 
out of the country but convinced Pinto of his good faith even after the proof of a 
confession to the Germans; Winter was betrayed by a packet of quinine and fifty pounds; 
Van Gelder was remembered as a face in a crowd seen eleven years previously; Louise, a 
double agent, served both the Germans and the English; and Marie- with three little 
words (Ich Liebe Dich)-curtailed a love affair and condemned herself.... The precision- 
and patience- which eventually expose men of doubtful affiliations and activities- 


"| this has the fascination of its authentic material. (LC: 54-5491) 
} 


Pinto, Oreste 
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Putnam 
777 6.00 





Schachner, Nathan 
THE FOUNDING FPATHERS 
It is seven years and more since Schachner's incisive biography: of Alexander 

Jamilton established him as one of the authorities on the period of the early republic. 

Now with this extensively documented work, he has written an exhaustive and absorbing 

(despite its length) study of years when the infant nation tottered on the brink of di- 

We are too apt to glorify “the founding fathers" - think of giants in those days- 
Washington's administration as a continuous honeymoon of approbation and adore- 

tion. If other contemporary historians have not exploded this portait, Schachner certain- 

ly does it here. We agonize through the fearfvl problems Washington faced:- internecine 

feuds - virtually- among the members of his own cabinet, quarrels over states rights, 

quarrels with Congress over the relative power of legislature and executive branch, over- 

whelming problems of debt and the bitter struggle on the part of the gifted and difficult 

Hamilton to put the country on a stable footing, to establish credit, to make the federal 

government responsible for state indebtedness of the war years. The crooked deals and 

speculation come in for more critical appraisal than in his Jamilton. Even Washington 

emerges less of a saint:- the violence of his temper, his naivete in handling some issues, 

his inability to control his coworkers, his early lack of understanding of the widening 

gulf-social, political, economic, between North and South. Various precedents were laid 

down in these years; amendments and interpretations and implA&mentations of the Constitu- 

tion took time and experiment. Frontier situations,- French, British, Spanish, Indian- 

were powder kegs. And the foreign relations kept threat of new wars constantly a menace. 

With Adams' succession came the explosive issues of the Naturalization Act and the Alien 

and Sedition Laws. And always the threat of insurrection and violence, within and without. 

The Jay Treaty almost blew the country asunder; the successful negotiation of the San 

Lorenzo Treaty with Spain went almost unnoticed. Political Turmoil resulted in the emergencé 

of the party system. War with France was avoided- with England postponed. With the elec- 

tion of Jefferson, domestic issues seemed paramount, as the country survived twelve years 

of growing pains. An important book, informative, and for the greater part, extra- 


ordinarily good reading. (LC: 54-5497) 


‘ 
ang 2" 
OCcLeo ver o 


envisic 


Putnam 
INTRODUCING AFRICA 2118 $ 726,06 


An unexpected handling of travel material from an author who has specialized in 
glamour and adventure. This is an informative but not a very entertaining book - one that 
demands prior claim on the reader's concern for Africa. He feels that Africa is the land 
of the future and should be of interest to all. He covers Africa as thoroughly as one should 
expect in a travel book, not an historical nor sociological volume, but one could wish for 
more of the whys behind the facts. He gives an overall picture of the people, the types 
of land, the customs and the mores of the many small nations that comprise the inhabitants. 
He has a section on “useful phrases in five languages" which should be helpful to travelers 
on business. He has useful hints on how to get along in various regions. Any book on color- 
ful Africa is bound to have some facts of uncommon interest such as his chapter on the 
Troglodytes who live underground, or the Tuaregs where the men wear veils. Serviceable- but 


uninspired. 


Wells, Carveth 


Regnery 


THE TWENTY YEAR REVOLUTION $ 22 
From Roosevelt to E1senhower 


Manly, Chesly 


| The U N Correspondent of the Chicago Tribune leaves practically no part of 
government operation untouched from the advent of the New Deal through the first year of 
the Eisenhower administration in his revelations of "diplomatic relations with an implacable 
enemy; subversion of national policies by collectivist legal and economic “experts”; wilful 
toleration of communist infiltration into the government; active encouragement of such in- 
filtration into the labor unions; reliance upon the Communists for political support.” 
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Our economic system is - he feels- going the way of the Marxist-Leninist promised land. 
Nobody is too highly placed to escape vilification if Manly's "evidence" warrants it. 
General Marshall is left no shred of honor or distinction. The Dulles brothers come 
in for full measure of attack, along with- of course- Acheson and virtually the whole 
State Department. The U N he views as a conspiracy to control the U.S.A. and establish 
a totalitarian society (with Alger Hiss for a long time in the driver's seat). He 
cites example after example today of "incredible unconcern about the communist con- 
spiracy on the part of executive agencies under the Eisenhower administration". The 
foreign policy he feels stems directly from the years just past. He sees no hope of 
the promised change. Finally, after naming names and making charges with the abandon 
of Under Cover and Washington Confidential (to name two best sellers), he arrives at 
his solution, endorsement of a new political party, christened by Col. McCormick, the 
“american party". This is “the party for the Taft Republicans and the conservative 
Democrats of the South", and he outlines the main planks of its platform.... A sure 
best seller in the Flynn ranks of readers. (LC: 54-5979) 







































ee) 7 16 
February? % | 7. ‘5 
Moorehead, Alan Scribner. 
RUM JUNGLE $ 3,50 


Nine pieces (some of which have appeared in the New Yorker) Have the easy, 
visual descriptive sense- the selective, suggestive choice of detail which some will 
remember from his earlier The Villa Diana and which provide once again an entertain- 
ing commentary. In this, Mr. Moorehead returns to his native Australia after an 
absence of ten, and then again six, years. And this reconnaissance of his own country 
is in many ways a rediscovery; the Australia of his childhood was at best a second 
best imitation of life which was British in origin, bourgeois in character, and always 
“depended upon an imprimatur from London". Now that Australia is no longer just “an 
appendage of Europe", its own traditions are emerging and new peoples are bringing new 
life. And from the desolation of the Rum Jungle in the vast Northern Territory 
(523,000 square miles) where the Eldorado legend has been substantiated by uranium, 
to the exotic luxuriance of its Great Barrier Reef, the landscape here has the fascina- 
tion of its aborigines and half-castes, bushrangers and cattlemen, kangaroos and 
koala bears and cockatoos- as well as the lonely challenge of its inaccessible far 
reaches..... A travelogue which brightens its points of interest with a lively discern- 
ment- this has a literary- not an American Express- appeal. Photographs. (IC: 54-5920) 


Moss, Howard * Scribner 
THE TOY FAIR 2/8 $2.50 


There is no precise word to describe the special empty and nostalgic anguish 
which causes certain sensitive young men of this age to express themselves in verse. 
Whatever that word might be, it would apply to the pain and recoil here. What are 
they, these young men? Too frail, too isolated, to see beyond their own loneliness- 
and above all, they lack humor and the strength to meet the times. No amount of tech- 
nique- and Moss has a slight facility- can redeem the void which is his point of view. 
This is not the answer for the poet, and how much less so for his readers- which 
will be very few. 





Nevins, Allan 2 p3 | Scribner ; 
FORD: The Man, The Times, The Company 2 Vols. $ 2? Loree 
5 
As in his recent Study in Power (report in March 1, 1953 bulletin), in which 
John D. Rockefeller afforded a key to the oil industry, Dr. Nevins brings to his readers 
ai: through another pioneer, Henry Ford, the story of the invention of the automobile and 
the industrial revolution it produced. The subtitle reads along in chronology of 
presentation rather than in point of stress: the story of modern transportation, of 
the men who made both vehicle and production a reality, of the far-reaching effects of 
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all this action is the story of many men besides Ford. But as the man who knew the isola- 
tion of a farm boyhood, whose keenness with mechanics drew him from farm to factory, who 
was first to produce a car for the millions and who used mass production methods to 
accomplish this feat, who introduced the five dollar day and a sociological department in 
his plant - Ford rises as a pioneer and innovator among the other inventors and producers of 
the automobile. His story as told here is in the main occupational, leading away from the 
earlier family descriptions and glimpses of a devoted marriage into the embrace of industry 
and the company. In scrupulous detail Mr. Nevins describes the advent of the automobile as 
men in Europe and America worked over it; the story of the Selden patent and the fight Ford 
made against it to the benefit of the entire industry; the:contributions of other industrial- 
ists such as Leland and of the men on Ford's own staff. He closes his second volume at a 
peak in the Ford industrial career following the years of great accomplishment, 1903-1915, 
only hinting at the bitterer days ahead as Ford hardened and tried his hunches in fields 
beyond his circle of wizardry... A telling chapter in the history of American industrialism. 


(LC: 54-6305) 
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Slater, Frank . Scribner 
GETTING A LIKENESS $ 22 


Volume X of ‘he jew Art LibraryaBritish series of instruction books on painting 
and drawing, presents methods and techniques of portraiture- in pencil, charcoal and oil- 
for the gifted amateur. With some experience in these media taken for granted, Mr. Slater 
tackles the next important steps and comes forth with sound hints for people who want to 
do heads. His suggestions, written down informally, emphasize different approaches for each 
media. With pencil, one must build outward from a point and with paint from awhole broad 
area. His overall technique is one of feeling for the form and the spirit behind it, a 
sensible and orthodox approach to a craft that has its wide appeal. Satisfying lessons, 
quickly given, and illustrated with the author's own careful work. 7 @ 
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